Manzanar - DOJ center in Santa Fe, NM - Fort Lincoln, Tule Lake
Oji-chan was initially sent to a Department of Justice (DOJ) center near Santa Fe, New Mexico.
In February of 1942 about 625 Japanese-American were moved to Fort Lincoln Internment Camp (which included German enemy aliends). They were designated "5th column" which were those whose activities included espionage and sabotage and generally anything done to undermine the United States in favor of an enemy nation. Eventually, Fort Lincoln would have 2000 Germans and 2000 Japanese Americans pass thru its camp until they were later moved when that camp prepared to hold actual German prisoners of war. One Terminal Islander died of a heart attack while anolther, Jinosuke Higashi (?), committed suicide by hanging. They actually had friendly wrestling matches with the Germans. The government got 500 to volunteer to work difficult railroad jobs, but living in old railroad cars when outside the camp and the working conditions reduced that number to 100.
    Oji-chan would be sent to Manzanar but died shortly afterwards of a heart attack in 1945.
    In 1943 the government wanted to draft the some 78,000 eligible Japanese Americans citizens (17 years and older, Nisei). They decided a loyalty document should be signed and most of the young men signed "Yes Yes" to items #27 and #28. They wanted to prove their loyalty to the United States. A significant number of others took a different position. Some wanted to protest in the strongest possible way the imprisonment without due process of American citizens. Some protested the concept of a special loyalty oath for only Japanese American citizens. Some young men were actually heads of their family in camp(s). Some answered one but not both items. Some made qualified answers such as "when my family is released" or "when my rights are restored". Anyone who did not answer precisely "Yes Yes" were to be segregated and sent to the infamous Tule Lake Camp in Northern California. These were the "No No" Boys.
    So because the Uncle Harry had passed away in camp and a younger brother (not Uncle Henry) was the head of the Enomotos and was a "No No" boy, Auntie Kay was sent to Tule Lake with Tommy & Gracie. Uncle John and Auntie Mary were also sent there with Eddie.


    Tule Lake Camp opened in May of 1942 with mostly people from Washington, Oregon and Northern California counties. Conditions were not good from the start and their were protests in August and October over lack of promised goods and salaries for the mess hall & packing-shed workers. 
    With the loyalty oath of 1943, Tule Lake would become a 'segregation' camp as some 12,000 (No No) men and their families were sent there. A battalion of 1000 military police with tanks were stationed there. The number of guard towers increased from 6 to 24. The obtuse commandant "Mr Best" arrived from other previous maximum security assignments.      
    An infant who was badly burned wouldn't be taken to a nearby hospital and died. Labor issues resulted in some agricultural strikes by camp inmates. Mr Best brought in strike-breakers from other internment camps paying them $1/day (15 times what these same workers would earn at their own camps). Inmates were sent to California jails but returned since their were no charges. After one protest, workers were severely beaten and some workers were tear-gassed the next morning as they tried to go work.  
   Uncle Bob was off the west coast attending Temple University dental school. The Quakers were very sympathetic with how the Japanese Americans were being treated. An important Quaker (who would later show Uncle Bob how to buy a home in Germantown, PA) was also close to FBI head, J. Edgar Hoover and got a letter for Uncle Bob to return to the West and pass in and out of Tule Lake and other camps. When he saw the conditions at Tule Lake, he knew he had to get Uncle John and the rest of the family out of there. It was noticed how easily he just passed thru the guard gate into the camp and as he walked by a baseball game, the game stopped and everyone in the stands stood and gave him the silent treatment. He always said that the powerful Terminal Island gang protected him by making sure they all learned he was a Terminal Islander. 
   So the family reunited in Manzanar and when released from camp a few years later, they relocated in Germantown, Pennsylvania where Karen was born and Auntie Chiz graduated from high school.
