The Kalahari Desert is a large semi-arid sandy savannah in Southern Africa extending
for 900,000 square km (350,000 sq mi), covering much of Botswana, and parts
of Namibia and South Africa.

Even where the Kalahari "desert" is dry enough to qualify as a desert in the sense of
having low precipitation, it is not strictly speaking a desert because it has too dense a
ground cover. The main region that lacks ground cover is in the southwest Kalahari
(southeast of Namibia, northwest of South Africa and southwest of Botswana) in the
south of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. For instance in the ZF Mgcawu District
Municipality of South Africa, total vegetation cover may be as low as 30.72% on non-
protected (from cattle grazing) farmlands south of Twee Rivieren Rest Camp and
37.74% in the protected (from cattle grazing) South African side of the Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park: these southernmost Kalahari xeric savanna areas are truly semi-
deserts. However, in all the remaining Kalahari, except on salt pans during the dry
season, the vegetation cover can be clearly denser, up to almost 100% in some limited
areas.
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